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I. INTRODUCTION
Corruption is defined as an act done with intent to give some advantages which are not consistent with the right of others or official duties. It is the wrongful use of a person's position or character to procure some benefits for himself or another, in manners contrary to the rights and duties of others. Black's Law Dictionary defines corruption as 1. "depravity, pervasion, or taint; an impairment of integrity, virtues, or moral principle; especially the impairment of public official's duty by bribery." 2. "The act of doing something with an intent to give some advantage inconsistent with official duty and the rights of others; a fiduciary's or official's use of a station or office to procure some benefits either personally or for someone else, contrary to the rights of others." 2 It has also been described by another scholar as private gain at the expense of the public. It is the misuse of public power for private benefit.
3 It can also be called the antisocial behavior of appropriating improper benefits against legal and moral norms thereby undermining, true democracy, rule of law and the efforts of authorities to improve the lot of the people. 4 It is important to state that the abuse of entrusted powers for private gain negatively affects the populace who believe in and trust the integrity of such persons in positions of authority. 5 Corruption pervades every sector and class of the Nigerian society, from the highest position of authority to the least position of authority there is. This ugly menace has caused the Nigerian state havoc and embarrassment 6 . Several trillions of Naira that would have been spent on construction of good roads, build schools, provide health quality health care, create employment for the teeming youths, provide stable power supply, among others; have been diverted by some private individuals for their private use and benefits. 7 One of the obvious effects is the widened the gap between the wealthy and the impoverished. It has tarnished the image of the country among the comity of nations. aims to reviews corruption in Nigeria, the plea bargain concept, the application of plea bargain in the war against corruption in Nigeria.
II. LEGAL MATERIALS AND METHODS
This paper begins with brief description on anti corruption scheme established in Nigeria and endeavors to assess the strength of Nigeria's effort in plea bargain in the war against corruption, effective implementation, and compliance Hence, the seed of taking undue advantages and opportunities, lack of merit, impatience sown by the colonialists have grown over the years and is thriving in the present Nigeria.
III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Evolution and History of Corruption in
34
Nigerian leaders who are following the steps of the colonialists consider the country's assets, their personal property, thus, treat as they please.
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Corruption is found in both public and private sectors. 36 In the public sector, Police
Officers publicly take bribes from motorists and motorcyclists, arbitrary arrest and extort money from arrested persons before they could be released on bail, among others are the norm. 37 In the health sector, doctors take money from people to issue fake sick leave certificates, doctors and nurses in government owned health facilities ask for 
Causes of Corruption in Nigeria
Absence of National consciousness, Patriotism and Loyalty: Absence of national consciousness, patriotism and loyalty seems to be the order of the day in Nigeria.
54
Tribalism and ethnicity is found in every sector. People want only people from their tribe to occupy public and political offices. Even when some of the leaders abuse their powers, reactions of Nigerians are based on sentiments depending on the tribe or ethnicity of the leader in question. That is the reason why a public official or political office holder from a particular tribe will appoint only people from his tribe, at the detriment of other Nigerians from other tribes. Persons with no integrity and moral uprightness get appointed to political offices, they get recognition in form of awards, including the national merit awards whereas those who genuinely deserve to be celebrated and given such awards are neglected and denied. This could be very discouraging for morally upright and responsible members of the society.
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Impunity:
Majority of Nigerians judging from past events hold the opinion that one can get away with any corrupt act in Nigeria.
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This has spurred on and encouraged so many people to engage and continue in acts of corruption without any fears of consequences. Some individuals are as rich as the country as an entity and no one is asking them questions. This has had far reaching implications on socio-economic growth as a nation. It is now called 'survival of the fittest,' as a way of justifying corrupt acts. 64 It is also now very common to hear a phrase like 'all way, na way'-meaning, anything is permitted, whether legitimate or illegitimate. This emphasizes desperation in the quest for survival.
Consequences of Corruption
The consequences of corruption on a country are enormous. Some of them are: First, Desecration of Societal Values and Conscience: Corruption has succeeded in destroying our much valued moral code of conduct and conscience as a society. Gone are the days when phrases such as 'bad company corrupts good manner,' 'a good name is better than gold or silver' were guiding words in our society. Corruption has rewritten our moral codes of conduct such that conducts that are now openly endorsed and celebrated were unacceptable and abnormal some decades ago. Another pertinent consequence is its effect on the economy. They include; discouraging foreign investments, unfair distribution of wealth to the detriment and disadvantage of the masses, inflation of public spending, destabilization of national budget, hampering of economic growth, increase in public deficit, discouraging productive investment, among others.
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It can also have socio-political consequences on the society. They include; poverty, lack of guarantee for fundamental human rights, electoral malpractices, cultism, militancy, insurgency, excessive ethnic agitations, underdevelopment, insecurity, undermines democracy and rule of law, lack of good governance and public administration, among others.
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Plea Bargain
According to Langbehin, plea bargain is a non-trial mode of procedure. 68 He further explains that non-trial procedure undermines the constitutional provision that every citizen in all criminal charges shall be entitled to free and fair trial, within a reasonable time. When criminals were caught and charged, the government went through a trial and verdict. guilty to a lesser offence of attempted murder. Again, where a Defendant is charged with the offence of money laundering and embezzlement, he may plead guilty to only money laundering charge. 77 b. Sentence Bargain: Sentence can be bargained in a situation whereby a Defendant who is aware of what his sentence would be if he pleaded guilty to a particular serious offence which he is charged with may bargain with the prosecution such that he or she will plead guilty to a lesser offence with lesser punishment. For example, a Defendant who is charged with the offence of murder with the punishment being death sentence may plead guilty to attempted murder which carries life imprisonment as punishment.
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Plea Bargain in Anti-Corruption War in Nigeria Nigeria operates the adversarial system of criminal justice, as it is found in most common law jurisdictions and the United States. Under this system, a Defendant is presumed innocent until the contrary is proven beyond every reasonable doubt against him or her by the Prosecution. This right is guaranteed under the 1999 constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 79 The prosecution in the discharge of its duty must prove its case against a Defendant beyond every reasonable doubt. It is therefore not incumbent on a Defendant to establish his innocence; it is for the prosecution to do so. This was emphasized in the case of Ibeziako v. C.O.P.
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Where however a Defendant pleads guilty to a charge against him, he will be convicted based on the plea of guilt. This does not apply to capital offences where the punishment prescribed is death sentence. For capital offences, plea of not guilty will be recorded for a Defendant even when he or she pleads guilty.
82 Also, by way of precedent, the previous decisions of a higher Court become binding on the lower ones.
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Inquisitorial system of justice on the other hand is found mostly in civil law countries. Under this system, contrary to what is obtainable under the adversarial system, it is incumbent upon the Defendant to prove his or her innocence against the complainants or persons who have accused him of the offence of which he wanted to stand trial. 84 The judge here in actively involved in the investigation, preparing evidence, questioning witnesses and finding the truth cases that are brought before his Court. The Judge before the commencement of trial conducts an investigation into the alleged charge against a Defendant. Where the Judge finds clear evidence, linking the Defendant to the alleged charge, the Defendant will be presumed guilty and the Judge will proceed with the trial where the Defendant will be availed the opportunity of establishing his innocence. 97 The said agreement shall be transmitted to the Attorney-General of the Federation and the presiding Judge of the Court where the case is pending shall not involved in the negotiation leading to the agreement but the Court shall be duly informed about such an agreement. 98 Upon information of the plea bargain agreement, the Court shall ascertain the admittance of the Defendant to the allegations against him and the voluntariness of the plea bargain agreement. In appropriate cases, the Court will direct that the loot (money, assets) which parties have agreed to be forfeited under the plea bargain agreement be transmitted to the appropriate victims or persons. 99 Anyone who willfully or without just cause obstructs the successful transfer of such loots to the appropriate persons or bodies entitled to them will be guilty of an offence and liable upon conviction to 7 years jail term. 100 The pronouncement of the Court following a plea bargain agreement which has been ascertained to be voluntary and free from duress shall be final and not appealable except where fraud is alleged.
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From the foregoing, it can be said that the concept of plea bargain in Nigeria is laudable as it is designed to enhance speedier dispensation of justice and to curb the ever rising awaiting trial prison population. The concept under the ACJA does not absolve a Defendant of allegations against him as he is still considered a convict whose name must be entered in the central criminal records registry within 30 days from the date the judgment was entered.
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IV. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
This research discovered that while the concept of plea bargain is laudable and primarily meant to arrest the lingering challenges of delay in the dispensation of justice and prison congestion in the administration of criminal justice in Nigeria, caution must be employed in the use of the concept when it comes to corruption related cases. The concept however has been criticized by members of the society that it enables the rich to easily escape sanctions. This conclusion must have been reached considering the number of cases involving prominent politicians, top government officials, former bank chiefs, among others who have gotten soft landing through plea bargain agreement. This has been considered an affront to justice and inimical to the fight against corruption which has remained a major clog in the wheels of development in Nigeria.
The anti-corruption agencies must therefore be careful in the application of the concept to corruption cases they are handling in order to ensure that it is not abused so as not to make it an escape route for persons who have embezzled public funds or who are guilty of other financial crimes. Where the concept of plea bargain is misapplied or abused in corruption related cases, it will defeat the essence of punishment which is to serves as deterrence to others with similar intention. A situation where officials of Nigerian anti-corruption bodies and financial crime offenders are cronies who are readily available to initiate plea bargain will frustrate the anti-corruption initiative and efforts in Nigeria. It will create a situation whereby offenders get away easily with corruption charges against them and consequently encourage corruption in the society.
